Letter from the Chairman

It has been a busy Summer for Oakley Park! We had a record number of children attend our Easter Egg hunt, so much so, that in the end 
children had to share prizes! It was great to see so many families enjoying themselves in the good weather that we had.

We saw the transition of ownership of Oakley Park from the District Council to the Fleet Town Council. We have met with the Town Council on a few occasions now and we look forward to a long and happy relationship 
working with them. The Town Council is responsible for the maintenance of the park, so any thoughts you have should be addressed to them as well as us. Sadly we have seen some vandalism in the park this summer 
(which is why the roundabout is out of commission, the Town Council are working to repair it)  PC Paul Franks and his Safer Neighbourhoods Team have been working hard over the summer to help ensure that the actions of a few don't spoil it for the many. Their website is:

Fleet.snt@hamshire.pnn.police.uk or Phone 0845 045 45 45
 

Other events we have had include Hedge planting, a Tree shake (led by Colin Gray) and of course our 21st Celebration which we celebrated with a family cricket match, with plants and cakes for sale. More further on.....

This Autumn we have been working on an Orienteering course in conjunction with Southern Navigators, funded by a grant from Hampshire 
County Council to whom we would like to say thank you.  This is an exciting opportunity for people of all ages to have a go at the sport of Orienteering in their own time. More details on how to take part will be available on the website when we complete the installation.

This autumn we will start work on clearing some of the woodland of non-native species. I would like to ask please that if your garden backs on to the woodland that you don't 'store' your garden waste in the woods 
as it is an effective way of introducing more non-native species into the woods. Thank you for your cooperation on this.

Sarah Horton,

   Chairman

Bird Boxes

February was, on the whole, a very cold and very wet month.  So we were delighted to wake up to a sunny, frosty morning on 20th February, the day we planned to install in the woodland area six bird boxes bought from the RSPB.  We also intended to clean the notice board situated at one of the Albany Road entrances, and to attach a new plaque to the climbing boulders, as a reminder of where the funds had come from for this new attraction. 

 A litter-picking team (our treasurer Lawrence and his two sons) energetically sought out and removed unsightly litter.

A new member, and “freelance volunteer”, Neil Garrioch of Burnside,  had taken the time the previous freezing cold and wet Sunday to find and mark suitable locations for our new bird boxes, which meant the working party did not spend too much time getting started.  Indeed there was time to spare to take down and clean out several of the bird boxes already on the site: apparently birds appreciate clean homes!

The work was soon completed and the working party repaired to the football hut for coffee and biscuits before going their separate ways, having achieved the tasks set.

Friends of Oakley Park Committee extend their thanks to all who gave their time, energy and enthusiasm on that sunny Saturday.  

Irene Bye

Secretary

Fleet Town Council’s Green View

Fleet Town Council assumed responsibility for the recognised parks and other informal green areas within the parish area of Fleet from April this year. The main open spaces include Ancells Farm (inherited from Blackwater and Hawley Parish Council) Basingbourne Park, Calthorpe Park, Oakley Park and the Views.

The new council is very aware of the need for accessible green space and the best use of that space for all ages and all interests.   Fleet, overall is not well provided with open green space and those spaces are not well equipped.  Oakley Park is our flagship open space and in large that is down to the efforts of the ‘Friends.’

The Town Council is seeking to develop a strategy that gives each of the parks a specific identity and makes them more accessible so that residents have a choice.    Like all things every opportunity has its down side and the council is very aware that some of the proposals in the Fleet Town Access Plan were not sympathetic to maintaining the quality of our green space and we will strive to ensure that the appropriate balance is achieved.

The Town Council knew that the first year of operation would not allow any significant benefit to be realised because of the limited budget that it inherited from the District Council.  Unfortunately, the financial situation has deteriorated.  We were very hopeful of securing some major grant money to improve some of our park equipment, but the government, as you may all well know, have withdrawn the majority of the centrally supported play schemes and our application was a casualty.

More recently the government has sought comments on its proposals to cap parish/town council precepts; something quite unprecedented as it has always been considered that the lowest level of local government only raises funds to meet local need.

Without the ability to secure grant funding or modestly increase the local rate means we will be on the treadmill of maintenance only projects.

A close working relationship with local community groups like the Friends of Oakley Park is going to become very important to ensure that the maximum value can be extracted from limited financial resources; A dire situation or an opportunity?

Bob Schofield

Chairman Fleet Town Council

21st Celebrations

Friends of Oakley Park celebrated their 21st Anniversary this summer. It was founded in 1989 when local residents were concerned about the condition of the park and wanted to do something to improve it. A public meeting was held in the Church of Our Lady and close to 100 people attended. It was Ann Hollis, who was then living in Fleet who outlined the idea for 'The Friends of Oakley Park'.  A meeting was held on Monday September 16th 1989, where Ann became the 'Friends' first chairman with Sharon Clucas and Nevenka Thornton, respectively, secretary and treasurer.

Since that beginning Friends of Oakley Park have continued to grow. The contributions both in time and money from all of you make it what it is today. To celebrate we had a fun afternoon in the park on the 12th June.  We played cricket in the park with people from all walks of life joining in, ages ranging from 5-65. We even had the local beat Officer join in for a quick go at fielding. Equipment was kindly loaned by the Fleet junior cricket club. We also sold refreshments and plants. At the end of the event we announced the winners of the Children’s' Art Competition run through the local schools. 

Fleet Town Council judged the entries, and the newly elected Town council Chairman Bob Schofield awarded the prizes.  (It was his first official engagement!). 

Our winners:

Infant School winner: Sennen Ratcliffe from Tavistock Infants Junior School winner: Jasmine Arnold from Velmead Junior school Infant school runner up: Malachy Knights from Fleet Infant school Junior School runner up: Joshua Hart from All Saints Junior school. 

Prizes were donated in part by Authors and Artists and the Fleet Bargain Bookshop. Friends of Oakley Park would like to say thank you to Designer Print of Albert Street, Fleet for their magnificent banner that they  supplied free of charge to help advertise our event 

We concluded the event with free slice of cake for all.

The committee would like to say a huge thank you to all of you for making Friends of Oakley Park what it is.

Join the “Freelancers”

At our last AGM several people agreed to become a “freelance” volunteer with us. You know who you are - and thank you.   

What we mean by “freelance” is that we will inform these volunteers individually of our events and activities and they can then choose whether or not they are able to help on that particular occasion.

Activities might include digging and/or planting, preparing for the Easter Egg hunt, baking cakes for the cake stall, growing seedlings for the plant stall, or simply litter-picking.  In short, something for everyone.

Come join us.  Many hands do indeed make light work

And Finally

Please come and join us at the Annual Social where you will meet fellow ‘friends’. There will be plenty to eat & drink and tickets are only £8. If you didn’t buy your ticket when paying the annual subscription it is not too late to attend as they will be available at the door.

Our guest speaker is Bob Schofield Chairman of the newly formed Fleet Town Council.
