Chairman’s Thoughts

If you have been walking in Oakley park woods recently you’ll have seen the work that we have been doing around the pond this winter.  We are working to improve the health of the pond, which many of you probably noticed was starting to look/smell a little ‘sad’ last year. It was suffering from lack of light and too much leaf fall from the overhanging trees..

We joined forces with Fleet Town Council to tackle this issue. Hampshire County Council gave a match funded grant to the Town Council and ourselves. We ‘split’ the rest of the costs of the work between us. This paid for some of the larger trees to be taken down and for the pond to be dredged down to the bottom. As part of Friends of Oakley Park’s contribution we committed ourselves to a number of working party sessions to remove the low level scrub and the rhododendrons from around the pond and on the Island. Although rhododendrons are beautiful in flower, they are bad news for our woodland. They thrive overly well in our climate and spread rapidly, displacing native plants as nothing can grow underneath them.        They also host the pathogen that causes sudden Oak death. So it is important that we remove as much as we can.

Whilst I am on the subject, can I remind residents whose gardens border on to the park that storing compost heaps in the woodland can be damaging to the woods as it helps spread non-native plants and unwanted pathogens.

I would like to say what a fantastic amount of help we have had in the working parties. We have had record numbers of volunteers come out to help. They have worked really hard. There is a notable improvement already and now there are signs of amphibian life starting to move around after the long winter.

During our last working party session we planted hedging on the park boundary around the field. This hedging has been donated by the Woodland Trust as part of a national scheme to plant native trees nationwide 

Orienteering Course

In the last newsletter I spoke about our Orienteering course that together we were installing with the help of Southern Navigators.

 We finished it in the autumn and invited youngsters and the press in to celebrate our opening ceremony. If you want to try it, simply log on to our website and follow the instructions. It costs nothing to take part and is suitable for families (with young children accompanied) and also groups such as Guides and Scouts. The course takes you across the open areas in the park and through the woodland. If you think that others may benefit, please pass this information on. 

Easter Egg Hunt

Yes it is that time of year again when the woods echo to the sound of children hunting high and low for Easter Eggs. This is an annual event that Friends of Oakley Park have been running for many years for children who come and use the park. We supply the eggs out of FOP funds and so it is free to enter (but we always appreciate a little donation to help us out!). Last year we had a record number of children (by a significant margin) join in the fun.
 I’m afraid we ran out of prizes, but everyone was great and split the prizes between themselves. Thank you to those who attended for being so understanding!

This year we are running it on Easter Saturday (April 23rd) at 2pm. Fleet Town Council are running a craft session in the Football hut but for that you will need to contact the Sports Officer on 07713505049 to book a place.

Sarah Horton

Chairman

Anti Social Behaviour

Hampshire Constabulary and Hart District Council are working to prevent antisocial behaviour harming the local community and will be patrolling the area of OAKLEY PARK during the summer months. 

Please help us with our work; if you witness any Anti Social Behaviour in your area or know anyone who is causing misery by their actions please call the Single Non Emergency Number 101 or Crime Stoppers on 0800 555111.  If you witness an offence in progress please call 999 at the time.
Anti-social behaviour creates a number of problems in respect of the quality of life issues to anyone who live and work in the areas affected. Often the cause is thoughtlessness or mere bravado on the part of the people involved and because of this we are considering using a number of options to assist us [including the deployment of our Accredited Community Safety Officers (ACSO`s), Police Community Support Officers (PCSO`s) or a mobile CCTV van.

PCSO`s are specifically tasked to deal with quality of life issues, this is in addition to the Safer Neighbourhood Police Officers.
Your local Safer Neighbourhood Team consists of Police Officer PC 20906 Paul Franks, Police Officer 21758 
Dan Lehec and PCSO 
Dan Eaves who work from Fleet Police Station 

Paul Franks

Community Police Officer 

South & South East in Bloom –

It’s Your Neighbourhood.

Friends of Oakley Park have an exciting opportunity to take part in the South & South East in Bloom ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ competition this year. 
To be successful we need help! We are looking for keen gardeners who would love an opportunity to make their mark in the community by helping brighten up Oakley Park for everyone to enjoy. We want both your ideas and your talents! Please contact one of the committee if you might be interested.

STOP PRESS

Join Friends of Oakley Park now and get 18 months for the price of 12! £4 per year for family subscriptions. (£2 for individuals) Subs collected each Autumn. Help support our work in making Oakley Park such a great place for all. Please contact us through our website or contact one of the committee. 

