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Autumn Clean Up 
Saturday 15th October 10am
Meet by the Playground


Annual Social Evening & AGM
Saturday 21st January 2012 8pm onwards
Church of our Lady Church Hall
Corner of Kings & Connaught roads

www.oakleypark.org.uk


Chairman’s article
Once again it has been an exciting few months in the Park, also in Fleet. For our own big news see the article below. Over the last few months the number of Friends groups has doubled from 2 (us and Friends of Ancells) to include Friends of Calthorpe Park and Friends of Basingbourne. We are delighted to welcome the new groups and look forward to working together in partnership with them over the coming years.
We have had two public activities; the first was our Easter Egg Hunt. We were so lucky with the weather (the main worry was how to protect the Easter eggs so we didn’t end up having to hand out chocolate mess to the children) We had around 80 children attend who all seemed to have a lot of fun. This event is funded by donations.  We were also very lucky to have Elliott Fairs from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight wildlife trust come along this summer holiday to run a Dragonfly Hunt & Pond Dip. Elliott was brilliant and we had a large attendance. It was really informative and great fun. 
The Orienteering course has seen a lot of action this summer. Don’t forget that it is free to use it – just download the instructions from our website. It is just as good fun to use in the winter as it is in the summer (and perhaps a little easier as things aren’t so hidden)
Our big news is that we entered the South and South East in Bloom ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ category and were delighted to be awarded the top award of ‘Outstanding’. We scored 37/40 for Community participation, 26/30 for Environmental responsibility and 27/30 for Gardening Achievement.  
See the separate article for the Judge’s comments. We are very proud of this achievement, which has been gained through the hard work of our many volunteers. It recognises the efforts that the community are putting into their local park and we would like to say thank you to all of our members. We feel that it is an achievement for Fleet to be proud of. 
This coming year we have more exciting things to look forward to.  We aim to continue improving the ecology of the park, with a brand new planted area near the football hut, designed to encourage insects and birds as well as to look attractive. We are also going to continue our work in the woodland.

We are always looking for new members. 
For more information please contact oakleypark@live.co.uk or phone us 
(01252 674815) 

Sarah Horton Chairman


Dragonfly Hunt & Pond Dip

As the sun (mostly) shone and the wind (mostly) died down the dragonflies on Oakley Park Pond came and showed off to the group as they always do.  We started the walk and were immediately greeted with a male common darter patrolling part of the pond, ready to fight off any other males coming into 'his' territory.  This gave us a great opportunity for everyone there to see a dragonfly and chance for Elliott Fairs, of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, to talk about their habits and life cycle.  This was followed by almost an hour of non-stop pond dipping which turned up result after result. Greater water boatman, pond scorpions, newts, diving beetles, leeches, water fleas and of course dragonfly larvae
all appeared in the children's nets and were greeted by wide eyes and beaming smiles.  The walk ended with a chance for everyone there to have a go at using binoculars to view the dragonflies as they flew over the pond.  
A great, and very well attended, day throughout.
There are about 40 species of dragonflies and damselflies (grouped together as Odonata) that breed in the UK and can be seen flying from as early as April to late October.  Each one of these species will have its very own ideal habitat that it needs in order to successfully breed and lay eggs which in turn will develop into adult dragonflies.  These habitats could be a slow flowing river, a fast flowing gravel stream or just your everyday garden pond, but one thing you can be sure of is that Odonata species will find it and if it is suitable for them they will use it.
If the dragonfly that finds your pond is male he will immediately declare it his territory and start to patrol it and ward of any other dragonflies that visit.  That is unless the visiting dragonfly is the same species and female in which case he will try to mate with her.  If she deems his pond suitable for her offspring she will allow him to mate and then she will start to lay eggs. Some species lay their eggs onto plants that are floating on the water’s surface whereas others lay them into leaves that are submerged, it all again depends on the different species and the requirements that that species eggs need to successfully hatch.
Once matured the eggs hatch into larvae which resemble a shorter, squatter dragonfly without any wings.  These larvae can live under the water for between 3 months to 5 years depending on their species.  During this time the larvae will predate anything they can, including each other and periodically moult their skin as they grow bigger and bigger.
Once they have reached their full size they will wait for weather conditions out of the water to be ideal (warm and sunny) and then climb up some plants growing out of the pond, or even the pond edge itself, and then the fully developed dragonfly will emerge from the larvae as it completes its final moult.  It then pumps blood into its wings as they slowly unfold and grow to their full extent.  During this time the dragonfly is most prone to being eaten by a passing bird so it does this at dawn when the light is not so bright.
When its wings have dried it will fly for the first time in its life and immediately go to set up a territory (if it is male) or will take itself away to some scrubby bush for cover until it is ready to mate (if it is female) and so the cycle is complete and then continues year after year.
For more information on Dragonflies why not visit the British Dragonfly Society website or attend a guided walk which are run throughout the summer season across the Fleet area.  Visit www.hwt.org.uk for date of future events.
Elliott Fairs - Hampshire & I o W Wildlife Trust
Fleet Pond Clearwater Campaign
At 52 acres, Fleet Pond is Hampshire’s largest freshwater lake and a fabulous local amenity. The Reserve’s reed beds, marshes, heathland and woodland provide sanctuary for a rich and diverse community of animal and plant life, including many that are no longer to be found in an ordered, farmed countryside.  The total area of the Reserve is 141 acres, of which 118 acres is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  This applies to the wetlands, the lake and the dry heathland.  However, time has taken its toll and the problem of accumulated silt is a real threat to the life of the Pond.  A silt survey has indicated that the silt covering the bed of the pond is between one and two metres deep. To put it bluntly Fleet Pond is in trouble.
The Fleet Pond Society Clearwater Campaign aims to raise funds and awareness of the situation.  Society patron and TV naturalist Chris Packham fully backs the Campaign and presents an informative video on the society’s website.  Hart District Council, Natural England and the Environment Agency, and other interested parties are working in concert to gain funding for the restoration project.  It was exciting to announce in September that the fund had passed the £500,000 mark thanks to £200,000 committed by the Environment Agency and £142,000 pledged by Natural England under the EU Water Framework Directive.  
Visitors to the Pond over the next few weeks will see the start of the restoration project, from small scale dredging to restore its depth in targeted areas, the establishment of a new stream channel for the higher flow of the Gelvert Stream, to the creation of new lake shore water habitats, new areas of reedbed and submerged plant habitat for fish and invertebrates. 
Jim Storey, Campaign Manager reminds readers that there is still much to do:
‘The Clearwater Campaign aims to raise awareness and funds towards a variety of measures to reverse the Pond’s decline and to improve the Reserve for the benefit of the local community.'
‘We are extremely pleased to gain these extra funds.  The Campaign also aims to provide funds for areas not included in any other funding stream including projects of direct benefit to local people and visitors such as improved seating areas, a variety of new information boards, better footpaths and other public facilities.’
The support of the local community is extremely important to the Society and the Campaign. Fleet Pond is a very popular local amenity and deserves to be kept in the best possible condition for us, for our children and their children with a balanced and sustainable ecology. For more information on the Clearwater Campaign and Fleet Pond visit www.fleetpondsociety.co.uk and the blog www.fleetpond.wordpress.com 
Cathy Holden Editor Fleet Pond Society





















South & South East in Bloom - It’s Your Neighbourhood 2011 - Judge’s Comments

Areas of Achievement

This well-established group of 21 years and with some 200 members is extremely well organised with an active committee and clear constitution.  The 2 acres of parkland and 3 acres of woodland are well-presented and managed.  Considerable work has recently been undertaken on the woodland pond in order to maintain the SINC status of the site and the efforts of the volunteers are evident.

Wonderful relationships exist with Hampshire Country Council, and more particularly with Fleet Town Council at all levels, from the Town Clerk to the Sport and Recreation Development Officer.   The Friends Group has representation at Council meetings.  Fleet Town Council are trying to build relationships with other up-and-coming groups and have approached the Friends of Oakley Park for their assistance.  Through their involvement the Friends of Oakley Park can be considered an exemplar of good practice and they have been instrumental in advising and encouraging other, newer groups.  As well as with the Council, there appear to be many organisations and individuals called upon to share their knowledge and expertise on specific fields where work is being conducted or future projects planned in the park.

Good benefits have been received from grant funding schemes, and of particular interest has been the acceptance by the Council of the monetary value of volunteer time in respect of match funding, an example which should be adopted more widely by other authorities.  This has permitted the creation of an orienteering course and introduction of climbing stones.

Effective use of volunteers and community groups with evidence of all year round activity.  The Friends Group is affiliated to Hart Voluntary Association.  It is obvious that those who give their time do so with enthusiasm and enjoyment.  A good volunteer base exists with strong links to schools and youth organisations, and use made of the young offenders’ scheme to benefit the park.

Evidence of new up-coming projects range from the creation of new accessible paths through the woodland to the new planting scheme next to the pavilion.

Communication is made through an excellent active website and newsletters, and good support is received from the local press.

There is a varied programme of free and inclusive community events in the park organised by the Friends Group, which together with casual and informal use of the space, ensures that the park is a much-enjoyed resource.

Areas for development

Use of mulch should be considered to suppress weeds and retain moisture where new plantings have been created, especially given the lack of water sources in the park.

Given the recreational use of the area, placement of picnic tables would be of benefit on the playing field.  The development of the woodland area and the intention to create an accessible trail would be complemented by the introduction of seating; rustic backless seats would be an appropriate choice.  It is encouraging to learn that the committee already have their sights on interpretation signage for the pond and woodland, to follow after the path project.  It is worth contacting the local wildlife trust to find out if they have used signage previously and if they can advise of potential sponsors.  An updated notice board at the entrance to the park would be welcoming; this could be an area where the Town Council may assist?

Given the number of new Friends Groups that are establishing in the area, it may be beneficial to all of the groups, and especially the newer smaller ones, for a Friends Forum to be created whereby all of the local groups meet together once or twice a year.  A rolling chair position can be filled by appointing chairpersons of the local groups, with the intention of meeting senior council officials to represent the combined views and concerns of the groups.  One would consider that with knowledge and experience, the Friends of Oakley Park would be well-suited to lead on this?


Results

	Level
	Description
	Points

	Level 1
	Establishing
	0-35

	Level 2
	Improving
	36-52

	Level 3
	Developing
	53-68

	Level 4
	Thriving
	69-85

	Level 5
	Outstanding
	86-100
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The Royal Horticultural Society and South & South East in Bloom are proud to present

Friends of Oakley Park

with a 2011 It’s Your Neighbourhood Award of
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